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  The Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission, as we know it today, was created and 

structured by the Tuscola County Board of Commissioners at its October 17, 2013, and January 

29, 2014 meetings. 

  Key points for the purpose of this March 14, 2019, presentation are that four meetings per year 

were authorized and that the membership was to be that as specified in Public Act 261 of 1965 

(MCL 46.351) – those being the principal guidelines under which the Tuscola County Parks and 

Recreation Commission currently functions and operates. 

  Noticeably absent from Tuscola County Board of Commissioners past action is any mention of 

Vanderbilt Park and Campground management and/or any role of the Parks and Recreation 

Commission to function as a ‘board of directors’ of Vanderbilt Park and Campground. 

  Otherwise, the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission has, over time, provided 

specific advice to the Board of Commissioners with respect to Vanderbilt County Park and 

Campground as well as other matters pertaining to recreational matters in general. 

  Additionally, the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission has assumed the lead role 

in establishing the county’s current Parks and Recreation Plan for the Tuscola County Board of 

Commissioners. 
 
Board of Commissioners Minutes of 10-17-2013: 
Parks and Recreation Vacancy 
13-M-214:  Motioned by Bierlein, seconded by Trisch that the County Clerk be requested to advertise for 
applicants to fill vacancies on the Parks and Recreation Commission. Motion Carried. 
Parks and Recreation Commission Mileage and Per Diem 
13-M-215:  Motioned by Allen, seconded by Kirkpatrick that the County pay $25 per diem and mileage at the 
current rate for 4 meetings per year to the members of the Parks and Recreation Committee. Motion Carried. 
 
Board of Commissioners Minutes of 1/29/2014: 
Parks and Recreation Committee Membership 
14-M-014:  Motion by Bierlein, seconded by Kirkpatrick that the County Parks and Recreation Commission be put 
in place following the membership requirements of Act 261 of 1965. Motion Carried. 
14-M-015:  Motion by Allen, seconded by Kirkpatrick that Jerry Peterson and Lisa Valentine 
be re-appointed to the County Parks and Recreation Commission. Motion Carried. 
14-M-016:  Motion by Trisch, seconded by Kirkpatrick that Nick Buggia and Robert McKay 
be appointed to the County Parks and Recreation Commission. Motion Carried. 

 
  Public Act 261 of 1965 (MCL 46.351) is shown below with portions stricken-through 
that do not pertain to Tuscola County: 
 



 
                                         COUNTY AND REGIONAL PARKS (EXCERPT) 
                                                                          Act 261 of 1965 
 
46.351 County parks and recreation commission; creation; membership; terms; vacancy; 
commission as county agency; rules and regulations; compensation. 
 
Sec. 1. (1) The county board of commissioners of a county, by resolution adopted by a 2/3 vote of all its 
members, may create a county parks and recreation commission, which shall be under the general control of the 
board of commissioners. 

(2) The county parks and recreation commission shall consist of the following members: 
(a) The chairperson of the county road commission or another road commissioner designated by the 
board of county road commissioners. 
(b) The county drain commissioner or an employee of the drain commissioner's office designated in 
writing by the drain commissioner. 
(c) One of the following: 

(i) In a county that elects a county executive under section 9 of 1973 PA 139, MCL 45.559, the 
county executive or a designee of the county executive. 
(ii) In a county with a population of 1,000,000 or less, the chairperson of the county planning 
commission or another member of the county planning commission designated by the county 
planning commission.  In a county that does not have a county planning commission, the 
chairperson of the regional planning commission shall serve on the county parks and recreation 
commission if that person is a resident of that county. If the chairperson of the regional planning 
commission is not a resident of that county, then the board shall, by a 2/3 vote, appoint a member 
of the regional planning commission who is a resident of that county to serve on the county parks 
and recreation commission. 

(d) Seven members appointed by the county board of commissioners, not less than 1 and not more than 
3 of whom shall be members of the board of commissioners. 
(e) For counties with a population greater than 750,000 but less than 1,000,000, the county board of 
commissioners shall appoint a neighborhood representative. The appointee under this subdivision shall 
be an officer of the homeowners or property owners association that represents the largest area 
geographically that is located totally or partially within 1,000 feet of the property boundary of the most 
frequently used county park who is willing to serve on the county parks and recreation commission. If a 
homeowners or property owners association is not located within 1,000 feet of that park or no officer is 
willing to serve, then the appointee shall be a resident who lives within 1/2 mile of that park and who is 
willing to serve on the county parks and recreation commission. If no resident lives within 1/2 mile of that 
park or no resident is willing to serve, then the appointee shall be a resident of the city, village, or 
township in which that park is located who is willing to serve on the county parks and recreation 
commission. The first appointment under this subdivision shall be made not more than 60 days from 
October 17, 2003 or not more than 60 days from the date a county qualifies for an appointment under this 
subdivision. 

(3) Of the members first appointed by the county board of commissioners, 2 shall be appointed for a term 
ending 1 year from the following January 1, 2 for a term ending 2 years from the following January 1, and 3 
for a term ending 3 years from the following January 1. The first member appointed by a qualifying county 
under subsection (2)(e) shall be appointed for a term ending 2 years from the following January 1. From then 
on, each appointed member shall be appointed for a term of 3 years and until his or her successor is 
appointed and qualified. Each term shall expire at noon on January 1. A vacancy shall be filled by the county 
board of commissioners for the unexpired term. 
(4) The county parks and recreation commission is an agency of the county. The county board of 
commissioners may make rules and regulations with respect to the county parks and recreation commission 
as the board of commissioners considers advisable. The members of the county parks and recreation 
commission are not full-time officers. The county board of commissioners shall fix the compensation of the 
members. 

 
    In recent years, the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation has assumed the role of providing 

support for grants associated with recreation by localities or local organizations within Tuscola 

County.  Entities which received grants subsequent to Tuscola County Parks and Recreation 

Commission resolutions of support include Vassar Little League, Vassar Township, Village of 

Cass City, City of Vassar as well as Tuscola County (DNR Passport Grant later declined). 

   The Commission is presently participatory with MDOT on the subject of non-motorized 

transportation planning while separately engaged with the DNR in creating recreational trails in 

the Vassar State Game Area and encouraging increased recreational use of the Cass River. 













 
 
Aerial view of Vanderbilt County Park and Campground recreational and camping area 

  

 

 

 
 

Aerial view of Vanderbilt County Park and Campground undeveloped wooded area 



COUNTY OF TUSCOLA Ordinance No. 2015-08 
  

ORDINANCE GOVERNING ACTIVITIES AT ALL TUSCOLA COUNTY 

PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS 

 
THE COUNTY OF TUSCOLA, STATE OF MICHIGAN, ORDAINS: 

  

Section 1 – Purpose and Authority: 

The Tuscola County Board of Commissioners determines that it is necessary to 

consolidate the rules which regulate acts at all Tuscola County parks and 

recreation areas, specifically including Vanderbilt County Park and 

Campground, and to provide penalties for violation of the rules. MCL 46.1 

authorizes the County Board of Commissioners to pass ordinances relating to 

County affairs. The Ordinance is intended to regulate the use of County parks 

and recreation areas and therefore comes under the authority granted within 

that statute. 

  
Section 2 – Prohibitions: 

The following activities are prohibited at all County parks and recreation areas:  

1. Littering or dumping.  

2. Camping without prior payment of the applicable fee and display of an 

appropriate permit.  

3. Parking upon the premises without prior payment of tile applicable fee and 

display of an appropriate parking pass.  

4. Defacing or destroying of park property, facilities, furnishings or equipment.  

5. Any sound or noise generated by a group, person or device which is 

excessive or profane.  

6. Interfering with, obstructing or disobeying park personnel when discharging 

their lawful duties.  

7. Any other activities which are prohibited by such rules as may be posted 

from time to time in writing at the park under the authority of the County.  

 
Section 3 – Special Rules:  

1. The park shall be open during posted hours only.  

2. Swimming is allowed in designated areas only.  

3. Glass containers are not permitted on bathing beaches.  

4. Fishing is permitted in designated areas only, if the appropriate Michigan 

license(s) is possessed.  

5. All pets, when allowed, must be on a leash and must remain under the 

owner's immediate control al all times. Any dog or pet deemed by park 



personnel to be a public nuisance or danger shall be removed from the 

premises.  

6. The Michigan Motor Vehicle code is applicable on all County park 

roadways, including posted speed limits.  

7. All park patrons must purchase and display or show all required permits, 

receipts and passes.  

8. Parking is allowed in designated spaces or areas only. Vehicles parked in 

roadways, fire lanes, connecting drives, or other designated areas may be 

fined and/or towed at owner’s expense.  

9. Deviations or exceptions to the mandates of this Ordinance may be granted 

only by special permission from the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation 

Commission. 

 
Section 4 – Penalties:  A person violating any of the terms of this Ordinance 

may be immediately evicted from the park and future park privileges may be 

suspended. Any violation of the provisions of this Ordinance is also a civil 

infraction, punishable by a civil line of $25.00 for the first offense and up to 

$50.00 for second or subsequent offenses, plus court cost, subject to the 

provisions of MCL 46.10b and MCL 257.907.  

 
Section 5 – Enforcement: 

  All law enforcement officers in Tuscola County shall have the authority to 

issue civil infraction citations for any violation of this Ordinance. The County 

Prosecutor shall act as the prosecutorial arm for the enforcement of this 

Ordinance. 

  
Section 6:  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this 

Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 

competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be declared a separate, distinct and 

independent provision, and such holdings shall not affect the validity of the 

remaining portion or provisions of this Ordinance. 

  
Section 7 – Effective Date: 

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the date when 

notice of the adoption is published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

county. 




